
Intelligent animals look up. 

Ones that wish to procreate and to take their 

place in longevity with a thick fossil record…. 

also look down. Anon

This Power Point indicates the risks on the East Coast of the United States and Southern 

Quebec province. This work has been added to the site because of the lack of media coverage 

of the recent Virginia earthquake. Multiple resources that are covered here are necessary to 

complete what is known scientifically, which is not much. In general, the lack of  ready 

information leaves the general public unaware and uninformed. 
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On January 29, 1952, a local shock near Burlington Vermont affected an area of 
about 130 square kilometers. Minor damage included cracks in pavement, 
basement walls, and a city gas main (MM VI). Ground cracks about 3 kilometers 
long and 4.5 meters apart were observed in the North End. A moderately strong 
earthquake in the Rutland area about 1 year later caused only MM V effects. 
Houses trembled, some furniture was moved, knicknacks fell, and other small 
objects were disturbed at Brandon and Rutland from the March 31, 1953, tremor. 
Rattling of dishes and windows were observed at other communities in the 
nearby region. The tremor was also felt in northern Washington County, New 
York.
Another local shock at Burlington occurred on February 2, 1955. Houses shook, 
windows and dishes rattled, and many thought their oil burners had blown up 
(MM V). A large ground crack was seen in the North Burlington area.





"We can say with some degree of confidence that earthquakes will

continue to occur in the East. As for the "when" and "where", however,

only many more years of monitoring and research will yield some

discernible pattern--if indeed there even is one. In spite of our not

having found "the answer", we must recognize that, if we are not up

front about the limitations of our present state of knowledge about

eastern earthquakes, the public (and policy makers) will continue to

focus on questions about "the nearest fault."

Better that we guide them to ask us more relevant questions,

such as the probability of exceeding a given amount of ground motion

at a given site--the kinds of questions that we can responsibly

answer. "

https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html

https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html
https://www2.bc.edu/~kafka/my_opinion.html


Weston Observatory, New England Earthquake Maps, Northeast Seismicity, 1975-2011





Larry Becker (802) 241-3496

laurence.becker@state.vt.us

http://www.nesec.org/hazards/earthquakes_NY.cfm
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http://www.ldeo.columbia.edu/LCSN/eus.html
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In New York



"For example, seismologists from the Lamont-Doherty Earth 

Observatory of Columbia University, working with equipment 

supplied by the U.S. Geological Survey, are currently monitoring a 

swarm of earthquakes near Milford, New Jersey, within one 

kilometer of the mapped Ramapo Fault. This study suggests that 

the levels of crustal stress in the Northeastern U.S. are sufficient to 

activate fractures associated with the Ramapo Fault System. An 

open question is whether these active structures will fracture in a 

large damaging earthquake. Damaging earthquakes have occurred 

in the Northeast several times in the last three centuries, indicating 

that this is a distinct possibility. Unfortunately, the ability to monitor 

potential earthquake sources with sufficient accuracy, as well as the 

ground motion near critical buildings and infrastructure, is 

compromised by the limited availability of modern 

instrumentation."http://www.earthinstitute.columbia.edu/news/2004/

story04-30-04b.html
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The recent VA quake and reported “feel.” The yellow, highest follows the fault line.



• The Ramapo Fault line System. This is connected to the Appalachian Line 
to the West and South 



Appalachian Fault system





Major Faults on the East Coast



Earthquake Risks



Earthquake risks USGS. Updated as “needed.” One can see where the green is, right over the 
Virginia quake. That was blue until 2 days ago



Earthquake New York

This was a while ago...imagine it now.



The policy makers are doing their very best to 
minimize the recent Virginia quake and 
aftershocks in the press. This is (we guess) 
because were they to tell the whole story, anyone 
intelligent would leave both D.C. and the N.Y. 
boroughs. Besides Norfolk, the entire Chesapeake 
Bay area is undermined (silt) as is the honeycomb 
of tunnels, gas lines etc. below N.Y. and the silt 
base that is N.J.

Look down. 
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